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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the 
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. 	The town has a 
long history and a unique architectural heritage, and repre-
sents a trust placed for the time being in the hands of our 
generation. 	It should be our concern that such contributions 
as we in our turn make are worthy of the past and a fitting be-
quest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and 
visits. 	It produces a Bulletin of its news and articles of 
local interest three times a year. 	In 1969  it produced a Re- 
port on the High Street Conservation Area which was well re- 
ceived as the basis for future policy. 	It has held four ex- 
hibitions and published a booklet of reminiscences and two sets 
of postcards reproducing old views of the town. 	It is very 
active in making representations to the local authorities on 
planning matters. 	With the re-organisation of local govern- 
ment its importance as a watchdog has increased. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which 
it can be seen to represent public opinion: the larger its 
membership the greater its influence. 	The subscription is 75 
new pence a year (additional members in the same family 25), to 
be renewed on 1 January every year, except by those joining at 
or after the previous A.G.M. 	Subscriptions should be sent to 
the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. 

The Society is registered as a charity. 	A copy of its 
constitution is available on request to the Secretary. 

PRESIDENT 	G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman 	M.J.LEPPARD, M.A., Sackville School (25005) 
Vice-Chairman CW.GOOLDEN, Top End, Felcourt (Dormans Park 274) 
Treasurer 	A.C.COMBER, A.I.B., Barclays Bank (27555) 
Secretary 	Mrs L.FRANCIS, The Gatehouse, Dunnings Road 

( 223i) 

P.A.CAPSTICK; B.DIVALL; Mrs K.INGWERSEN; D.G.JOYCE, F.R.I.B.A.; 
S. F.KNOWLES B. A.; Cr R.E. S .MILLER; Cr Mrs T.VALLANCE; Miss 
R.M.WILLATTS, M.A. (Meetings Secretary); P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Matter for the Bulletin should be sent to Mr Leppard (as 
above), from whom also the Society's publications may be ob-
tained (list on request). 	Unsigned contributions are the work 
of the Editor and officers. 	Opinions in signed articles are 
not necessarily those of anyone but their authors. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Applications for membership, subscriptions and notices of 
change of address should be sent to the Treasurer, all other 
correspondence to the Secretary. 	The Society's current pro- 
gramme and forms of application for membership may be obtained 
from either. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY No.18 January 1976 

EDITORIAL 

The Editor is sorry that the not unjustified charges at 
the A.G.M. of an undue attention to local history have not been 
followed by contributions to redress the balance, apart from a 
valuable illustrated article on trees in the town: and that is 
not from a critic but one of our regular contributors of both 
historical and general material. 	Meanwhile your new committee 
has set up a sub-committee to report on street furniture (see 
p,L), 	There is no lack of will on the Society's committee to 
deal with contemporary matters, merely a grave shortage of mem-
bers prepared to do anything positive about them. 

COMMITTEE 

The names of the new committee appear on p.2. 	We thank 
those who have retired: Mrs Creightmore, a hard-working former 
Secretary; Mr R.H.Adderley, who has always given every co-op-
eration at the library and held us to a balanced view of our 
concerns; Mr D.G.Jefferies, who was responsible for all our 
recent meetings and our last exhibition; and Mr S.Page, who 
put on our 1972  exhibition and has often contributed to our 
Bulletins. 	Fortunately all continue as active ordinary mem- 
bers. 	Into their places we welcome Mr S.F,Knowles (who has 
given two valuable spells of service on the committee already). 
Mr P.A.Capstick, Mr B,Divall and Mr D.G.Joyce. 

Mr C,W.Goolden, Top End, Felcourt (Dormans Park 277T,  and Miss 
The Committee has appointed as PRESS AND PUBLICITY OFFICER 

R.M,Willatts (proxime accessit at the AG.M.) has been co-opted 
to serve as MEETINGS AND PROGRAMME SECRETARY. Miss Willatts 

glad to receive suggestions for our 1976-7 programme so will be 
may be published in advance (46 Coronation Road, 'phone that it 

28/470). 	That for the first half of 1976  has already been 
planned. 

MEETINGS 

ANNUAL OUTING: On 27 September a coachload of members and 
friends enjoyed a visit to Brighton for an exhibition of its 
architectural history and a chance to explore. 

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on 15 October included the usual 
formal business and free discussion -with the addition of a mem-
ber's motion criticising the allocation of £100 for the museum 
project as a perversion of the Society's objects and calling 
for its reduction to £25. 	After a vigorous debate the motion 
found only three supporters and was overwhelmingly defeated. 

The MEMBERS' MEETING on 17 December gave a chance to show old 
photographs and paintings of the town. 	Although only a few 
members brought pictures (perhaps because of the extremely 
short notice given, for which we apologise) we were shown a 
wide selection and were glad to welcome several non-members. 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 5 February AT EDNBRIDGE: Joint Meet-
ing with the Lingfield and District Amenity Society and the 
Edenbridge and District Historical Society to hear a speaker 
from the English Place Name Society on local place names. 
Full details will be circulated in due course. 

THE _COMMITTEE met on 24 September, 5 November and 17 December. 
Next meeting 28 January. 

COVER PICTURE 

See note on The Playfield on plLt and list on p.12. 
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MEMBERS' PAGE 

MEMBERSHIP: Current membership is about 307. 	Members are re- 
minded that all subscriptions not paid at or since the A.G.M. 
(15 October) were due for renewal on 1 January and that the 
rate is 75 n.p. (additional members in same family 25). 	Those 
who pay be Banker's Order should ensure that it has been amend-
ed to the new rate. 

OBITUARY: We regret to record the death of Mrs M.L.Dempster, a 
founder member of this Society and its committee and a leading 
contributor to our book of Reminiscences, who had given a life-
time of service to this town, particularly in local government 
and work with young people. 

DELIVERY OF COMMUNICATIONS: We are grateful to Mr M.E.Gobey 
and Mr V.P.Newson for responding to the appeal in our last 
Bulletin. 	Anyone else who would like to help should contact 
Mr M.J.Leppard (22511). 

LAST BULLETIN (17,  August  1975):  p.5 'roofloft' is a misprint 
for 'roodloft'. 

NEXT BULLETIN (April or May): All contributions to Mr M.J. 
Leppard, Sackville School by 9 April, please. 

ACTIVITIES 

GOODS SHED PROJECT (Bulletin 17, p.13): As most readers prob-
ably know, the County Roads and Transport Committee refused to 
find the £11,000 needed to avoid the building from the general 
budget for the relief road (though we had offered to buy the 
building for its demolition value and pay an annual ground 
rent) and Mid Sussex refused planning permission (though the 
Town Council had raised no objection). 	The working party de- 
cided therefore, on 7 October, that it was hopeless to pursue 
the scheme any further (though the search for alternative pre-
mises continues, under the leadership of the Youth and Communi- 
ty Officer, Mr J.FMcBratney). 	The Sussex Industrial Archaeo- 
logy Society is to make a full survey and record before demoli-
tion: and we have benefitted from the experience and from pub-
lic awareness of our leading role in the campaign. 

STREET FURNITURE: The committee frequently finds itself dis-
cussing such matters as traffic barriers, street lights, trees 
(on which see further PP-5-7)  and planning applications for 
signs. 	It has decided that the time has come to investigate 
the whole issue of street furniture in the central part of the 
town and has set up a sub-committee to make a report. 	Members 
may send observations to its convenor Mr D.G.Joyce, Amherst 
House, 66 High Street (26320)  or members Messrs B.Divall, C.W. 
Goolden and P.D.Wood. 

TRAILS: Arising from our 1975  exhibition is renewed interest 
in a town trail and a suggestion of a nature trail. 	If inter- 
ested in the former please contact Mr S.Page, 13 Cumberland 
Walk, Tunbridge Wells33983),  if in the latter Mr D.G.Jeffer-
ies, 36 Portland Road 2Li77S). 

75 EXHIBITION: 	See report on pp15f. 

TOWN MUSEUM PROJECT: 
	

See p.10. 

F'OLIEDE GRANDEUR? We have already sorrowed over the title of 
Mayor(Bulletin 13, p6) and the perpetuation of the UD.C. '5 

pretentious arms (16, p11). 	May we now appeal to the Town 
Council and the press not to call East Court a mansion? 

M.J.L. 



Photo 1 

I THINK THAT I 

SHALL NEVER SEE 

by P.IJ.Wood 

We are all tree conscious nowadays. 	We talk of surveying 
trees, planting trees, preserving trees, and sometimes we do 
these things. 	We, the amenity societies, the planning commit- 
tees, the parks and open spaces committees, we are all keen on 
trees. 	It's not always clear what we all think we're up to. 
It's not always clear that we think. 

We have an undefined feeling that trees are a Good Thing. 
We agree that only God can make one, and that it takes him a 
century to make something that we cut down in half an hour, but 
here the consensus stops. 	It may be worth going a little fur- 
ther, to try to discover what we want to do and how best to do 
it. 

One thing we are not trying to do is to grow timber. 	We 
are dealing with trees in towns, and when the planning author-
ity writes its usual tree preservation orders, its usual reason 
is 'to preserve the visual amenities'. 

This may be a reasonable approximation to our intentions: 
but why and how do trees add to the visual amenities of towns? 
Well, most trees (not all) are pleasant to look at; a few are 
noble specimens; most deciduous trees have loose, rounded, mo-
bile shapes that provide a good foil to tight, angular, rigid 
buildings; they can be arranged in a great variety of ways; 
and they should bring the countryside into the town, provide a 
link through the built-up area between the landscapes on oppo-
site sides and reproduce their characteristic species. 

This last consideration has become fashionable lately, and 
has been absurdly applied in places like the centre of Shef-
field, but here in East Grinstead, where open fields and trees 
by the thousand are never far away, it is obviously applicable. 
It is as important to preserve the local character of our urban 
trees as it is of our urban buildings. 	We would never (would 
we?) build a new concrete and plateglass shop in the High 
Street - but we have planted Japanese cherries along the south 
pavement. 

If these precepts are sound, then a good urban treescape 
should be informal, and should consist as far as possible of in- 
digenous species, and local ones at that, arranged in groups 
rather than singly. 

There is, of course, a practical limit to the importation 
of forest trees like oaks into a town. 	The necessary lopping 
of the High Street limes has produced a row of hat stands 
(photo 2, overleaf). 	But this should not frighten us into 



Photo 2 

avoiding forest trees altoge-
ther. 	If anyone doubts this, 
let him walk down Buckhurst 
Way, admiring the massed oaks 
(not forgetting that what 
looks so fine to him may be an 
abominable nuisance to those 
who live beneath it), then 
turn up Dorset Avenue or Knole 
Grove and regard the double 
row of physiological shaving 
brushes planted in the pave- 
ments. 	In restricted sites, 
where an element of formality 
is not wholly out of place, 
there are numerous species 
available such as rowans, 
small geans and crabs, haw-
thorn and holly: there is no 
need to resort to nurserymen's 
exotics. 

There are two ways of 
providing trees in towns: by 
preserving existing trees as 
the town expands and by plant-
ing. 	In the first case our 
indigenous species are ready and waiting, and all we need to do 
is to select the right ones (photo 3). 	Too often we tend to 
keep the big, old, even dying ones, perhaps because they cost 
more to push over with a bulldozer, and this leads to the kind 
of thing one can see in Stephenson Drive or Fulmar Drive. 	So 
let us preserve groups of uneven aged trees, young healthy 
trees, belts of trees backed up with underwood, as has been 
done on the Garden Wood and Hurst-an-Clays Estates. 	We are 
already serEusly short of young oaks in some parts of the 
town. 	In the 1920s  we kept some fine oaks in the centre plots 
of Sackville Gardens (photo Li-). 	They are splendid but not im- 
mortal. 	There is lots of room to plant groups of young ones 
nearby. 	Now is the time to do it. 	The same is true of the 

plane tree at the end of the High 
Street (photo 5, opposite). 
Street trees do not die: like pet 
dogs they decay, become an embar-
rassment and have to be put down 

/ 	
It could happen any time 	Semi- 

Photos 3 and Li- 

-- 

L 
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The second 
case, planting new 
trees altogether, 
is trickier. 	The 
site, the species 
and the grouping 
are all to be de- 
cided. 	A few 
sites can be found 
in odd corners (as 

has been successfully done at the corner of College Lane (photo 
6) where for once an exotic magnolia has been employed with su-
perb effect) and in wide open spaces like King George's Field, 
where one or two groups of trees that will one day be big would 
look well round the new sports hall. 	Four or five oak, beech 
or sycamore, with a shrub or two and a pound of grass seed, 
would do wonders. 	A row of pink cherries would just make mat- 
ters worse. 

mature 'instant' 
trees are not re-
liable as replace-
ments; they are 
expensive and 
often die within a 
few years. 

Photo 5 

si1 

All such planting should be as informal, natural-seeming 
and un-parklike as possible. 	In the High Street, the church- 
yard and other places where formal rows exist or are pardonable 
the small native flowering trees are suitable. 	But please, 
please can pink cherries, almonds, laburnums be kept for the 
most sparing use? The garden is the place for them. 	On 
Halsford Park and Imberhorne Estates there is hardly a tree 
over 20' high and the roads are lined with exotics. 	The Lewes 
Road at Ashurst Wood used to be an avenue of oaks. Now there 
is a dead straight line of little flowering treelets that look 
as congenial to the landscape as a Japanese pagoda. 

They are no better in car parks. 	To see how car parks 
should look we must go to Crowborough or Chichester. 	The new 
park at the station is not bad; the big fir tree in the Vicar-
age park is striking: but the Queens Road park with its con-
crete benching and poor little saplings - that is just lip-ser-
vice (photo 1, p.5). 

We are not short of trees: they are one of the glories of 
Sussex. 	If we treat them right they will grow like weeds. 
Let us put the 
right ones in the 
right places, not 
by chance but by 
policy, and if not 
necessarily this 
policy, at least 
one that has been 
thought over and 
discussed. 

(On Tree Preserva-
tion Orders see 
Bulletin 12,p.7, 
Trees in Conserva-
tion Areas 16, p. 
10, Our suggest-
ions for planting 
14 ,p. 4 .) 

Photo 6 



EARLY PHOTOGRAPHERS IN EAST GRINSTEAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

The earliest definitely dated local photographs are among 
the muniments of Sackville College, views of the College and 
its people (including the Warden, J.M,Neale, and his family), 
taken in August 1855. 	At least two of them are by nationally 
important photographers, Joseph Cundall (1818-95)  and Philip 
Henry Delamotte (1820-89). 	They were bought at Sir Henry Well- 
come's sale by a dealer who sold them to the College for £2.2s. 

The Brion Gazette of 2 October 1856 has an editorial on 
photography occasioned by an exhibition at Mr Styles, 163 North 
Street, principally of views of East Grinstead recently taken 
by the collodion process by 'a resident artist'. 	Unfortunate- 
ly he is not named and it is not clear whether he is a resident 
of East Grinstead or of Brighton. 	The subjects included the 
College, town, Church, Vicarage and Brambletye but the editor 
only uses them as a peg for pursuing his paper's anti-Neale 
policy. 	One (south entrance of College showing Master Wren) 
seems to be one of the set now at the College. 

The earliest named local photographers so far traced are 
Alfred Francis of West Street and William Harding of High 
Street in Harrod's Directory for 1867. 	No examples of work by 
the former are known. 	In June 1874 Alfred Gear, also known as 
Alfred Francis, photographer and coach-painter, aged 24.3,  was 
buried, a suicide. 	Research in contemporary newspapers might 
help us answer the questions raised by these bare facts. 

Edward Steer in his Reminiscences published in the East 
Grinstead Observer in 1899 relates that when, in the early 
1860s, Thomas Gravett removed his chemist's business to 30 High 
Street his Middle Row shop 'was managed as a tobacconist's by 
Mr William Harding, now of the Institute, and who later on add-
ed photography'. 	Several 20th century directories give him as 
assistant secretary and librarian of the Literary Institute and 
proprietor of its public coffee bar until his death in May 1922 
aged 84. 	Countless examples of his work survive (by no means 
always attributed), several of them in conjunction with Daniels 
the stationer of 18 London Road (e.g. no-5 on the list on p.12) 
and including numerous postcards distinguished (like the ones 
reproduced opposite and on p.11) by the manner of abbreviating 
the word East and (generally) by the addition of a date, mostly 
1864, sometimes 1862 or some other year. 	Unfortunately these 
dates are not always accurate. 	For example the 1 1876' picture 
opposite shows the Girls' School building (now the Wallis 
Centre) which the school log books show was built in 1882. 
Several of the 1 1864' pictures show the High Street trees first 
planted in 18724. 	A plausible explanation is that, when pict- 
ure postcards became popular (after 18924.),  Harding reprinted 
old negatives (presumably his own) and attributed approximate 
dates to them, of which 1862 or 1864 might be the year in which 
he began work. 	Many glass negatives of his pictures, together 
with the remains of early cameras, were found at the Pottery 
(see Bulletin 7, p5). 	One of the Fosters, who owned the Pot- 
tery, is believed to have married a Harding. 

Kelly's Directory for 18724.  lists Henry Thomas Melville, 
photographer, Moat Road, 	When he died in March 1878 aged 45 
the business was continued by his widow, Mrs M.A.Melville, 
'architectural, portrait, landscape & equestrian photographer' 
(Kelly 1878). 	Some examples of their work have survived. 

By 1883 their business had been taken over by William Page 
whose name can still be faintly discerned painted on the side 
of 5 Moat Road, 'Moat House' or 'Moat Studio' as it was known 
It is illustrated, with large studio windows on the top floor 
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to admit plenty of northern light, in Pike's Views and Reviews: 
East Grinstead of c.1897,  where he claims to be the only photo-
grapher in the town and to have been established 13 years. 
Several examples of his work, in postcard and other forms, are 
known from 1883 to 1910  and in the early 20th century guides. 

In 1885,  however, the guide East Grinstead and Its Envir-
ons states (p.27) that there are two 'photographic establish-
ment s ? in the town, both in Moat Road. 	Page's must be one and 
the other that of the Basebes whose trade card is reproduced 
above, for Oak Croft was a house there. 	Only one Basebe work 
has so far been traced, on which A.Basebe describes himself as 
'miniature painter and photographer' and an exhibitor at the 
Royal Academy, of 199  Brompton Road, South Kensington and High 
Street, East Grinstead. 	In 1887 he painted a water colour 
portrait of Thomas Cramp. 

Four postcards are known produced by the 'East Grinstead 
Photo Co., Railway Approach' in the period 1902-18  and one 
(posted in 1908)  by Alec Johnson the tailor ('A.Johnson's Copy-
right Series'). 	At about the turn of the century the firm of 
Carr & :opperton was operating at Camden Road, Tunbridge Wells 
and High Street, East Grinstead. 

By then Ernest Watts had established his business at the 
east end of the High Street, taken over in 1926  by his former 
(1907-8) assistant Harold Connold, first at 23 High Street, 
then (after rebuilding by the bank in 19314) at 15 until his re-
tirement in 1959. 	This takes us past the early photographers 
of our title, but it may be noted that the public library has a 
valuable album of Connold's work, mainly his reproductions of 
earlier pictures, with his own annotations. 

On amateur photographers our information is very sketchy, 
but we know that J.C.Stenning used one of his own pictures to 
illustrate his Notes on East Grinstead in Sussex Archaeological 
Collections vol.20 (1968) and that there was a photographic 
society in the town in 1895. 

It is hoped that these notes, and the exhibition on the 
subject which we are mounting in the hall at East Court during 
January and February, will encourage many to search their fam-
ily albums and see if they can add to our knowledge in any way 
(not to mention research in newspapers and directories). 	Such 
knowledge aids dating and interpretation, for photographs are 
valuable primary historical sources as well as objects of con-
siderable aesthetic and technical interest. 
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THE TOWN MUSEUM PROJECT 

As announced and approved at the A.G.M. the Committee has 
set aside £100 to launch the proposed museum (Bulletin 17, p5) 
and work has begun on cataloguing our property and the items 
the Town Council has made available. 	As it will be some time 
before the room provided will be ready for opening to the pub-
lic, it has been decided to hold a series of temporary displays 
in a specially acquired cabinet in the entrance hall. 	One on 
the Pottery which once flourished in the town was mounted in 
November and December, followed now in January and February by 
one on Early Photography and Photographers in East Grinstead, 
which the article on pp8f of this Bulletin has been written 
to accompany. 	On show are early cameras and equipment with 
examples of the work of local photographers and their trade 
cards. 	It has also been decided that the form of this year's 
exhibition will be the opening of our room to display part of 
the museum collection and our other work for a week in July (to 
be arranged to co-incide with the Blind Babies' fete, which at- 
tracts large crawds to East Court) . 	This will also serve to 
launch a body of Friends of the Museum (who will be particularly 
concerned with fund raising, for it is not be become a 
charge on the Society) and work on a permanent lay-out and 
arrangements for regular opening 

Anyone who would like to be involved in any way whatever 
should contact Mr M.JLeppard, Sackville School, or other mem-
bers of the sub-committee (Messrs BDivall, CW.Goolden and 
SFKnowles and Cr Mrs Vallance from the committee, plus Messrs 
R.HAdderley and S.Page). 	We have already benefitted consid- 
erably from the Town Council's generosity. Miss A.MAstbury, 
curator of the former museum in the Church tower, has agreed to 
reconstruct a list of its contents (some of which are with the 
Council at East Court) and several people have made useful don-
ations in kind (for examples of which see pp.12 & la), 

LOCAL HISTORY NOTES 

PRE-HISTORY AT LAST: For years it has been said that East 
Grinstead, indeed the whole inner Weald, was largely unpopulat- 
ed in prehistoric times 	This is now seen to have been an il- 
lusion, produced by a lack of local archaeologists. 	An impor- 
tant paper by Mr C.FTebbutt in the latest Sussex Archaeol! 
al Collections (vol.112, 19714) gives details of many mesolithic 
and neolithic sites which he has discovered in the East Grin-
stead and Ashdown Forest area, simply by walking over ploughed 
fields and looking for flints in the soil. On Brambletye Farm 
in particular he has found 16 such occupation sites in 200 
acres. 	There is no reason to suppose that Brambletye is un- 
ique in this respect 	If knowledgeable members keep their 
eyes open at suitable times and places and above all keep meti-
culous records of their finds we might find that our ideas of 
local prehistory are still further extended. 	 P.D.W. 

(The same volume contains a note by Dr PFBrandon on Warrens 
and Fossil Fields on Broadstone Warren) 

MANORIAL COURTS: The Sussex Archaeological Society's Newslet-
ter 16 (March 1975,  p.62) drew attention to the account in our 
Bulletin 15 of the last Court Leet of the Manor of Imberhorne, 
held as recently as 1883. 	Newsletter 16 (July 1975) included 
a follow-up note by Mr M.J.Leppard pointing out that the last 
Court Baron for the Manor was held in May 1935  at the Dorset 
Arms (though no tenants put in an appearance), the last such 
court held in Sussex, for all were to cease at the end of that 
year. 

M.J.L. 
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43-49 HIGH STREET 

by P.D.Wood 

Recent work carried out inside this shop, formerly Youngs 
the drapers, has revealed much of the original timber framing, 
some of it undoubtedly mediaeval. The total frontage between 
no.41 (Trustee Savings Bank) and the church entrancemeasures 
78' and includes a row of three cottages behind the Victorian 
shopfront, and the gunshop, as can be seen from the churchyard 
at the back. 

The westernmost cottage, no.43, measuring 15' x  291,  is a 
single-bay timber-framed building, probably of the 15th cent-
ury; the next a two-bay timber-framed house with heavy timber 
framing, partly soot-encrusted, and a purlin roof, dating poss-
ibly from the late 15th  or early 16th century and having 26' 
frontage and 29'  depth; then a house with 22' frontage, com-
pletely reconstructed of brick and slate in the late 19th cent-
ury: and finally no.49, the gunshop, having a 15' frontage, 
timber-framed throughout with a pretty little purlin and windbrace 
roof of the mid-16th century. 

The dating cannot be precise. 	In the mediaeval parts 
only the basic framing remains, much repaired and adapted 
through the centuries by Do-it-thyself enthusiasts, but there 
is plenty of documentary evidence for the building of shops and 
small houses in the middle of the 15th  century and this must be 
the most likely period for the original construction. 	(See 
Bulletin 8, p7.) 

The photograph, dated 186 1 , shows no-39 with the big 
porch, no.41 as a tiny weather-boarded shop, and no.43 with the 
big window, rendered front and a board over the door bearing 
the occupier's name, Sawyer (cf. Bulletin 17, p.14). 

LOCAL 	The annual Sussex Local History Con- 
ference takes place on Saturday 27 March at the University of 
Sussex on the theme Rural Community History. 	Details of 
speakers, times and costs are yet to be announced. We hope to 
be represented again, and to put on a small display of our work 
and publications. 	Any members who would like to attend may 
obtain details from Mr M.J.Leppard, Sackville School or the 
Sussex Rural Community Council, 212 High Street, Lewes. 



A FIRST LIST OF COLLECTED VIEWS OF EAST GRINSTEAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

Continuing our aids to students of the towns history this 
list of published collections of views is as complete as I can 
make it but certainly not exhaustive. 	Private copies have 
been noted only when none have been traced in public collect- 
ions. 	Abbreviations to indicate whereabouts are: 

EGS East Grinstead Society property (East Court) 
PC 	Private collection 
TCMC East Grinstead Town Council Museum Collection (East Court) 

Any additions to this information will be very welcome. 

1 c.1880 Twelve Views of East Grinstead and Neighbourhood 
Line drawings, manufactured abroad 	 (pc) 

2 c.1880 TwelveViews of East Grinstead and Neighbourhood 
Exactly the same as no.1 but with Lamberts' name on 
the back 	 (PC) 

In the 1885 guidebook East Grinstead andIts Environs 
C. & E. Lambert, 6, 7 & 8 Middle Street, advertise 
'Book of 12 Views of Town and Neighbourhood' ld, each. 

3 c.1890 Picturesque View Album of East Grinstead and Neigh-
bourhood 
18 views published by J.Bradley, 9 London Road (book 
seller, stationer, fancy repository, toy warehouse and 
circulating library), manufactured in Germany. 
Line drawings, apparently from photographs 	 (PC) 

14 c.1898 East Grinstead 
Frith's Series, published by C. & E. Lambert 
16 photographs 	 (TCMC) 

Code numbers date some of the photographs to 1890 and 
1895. 	This copy was given to its owner 23 May 1898 ,  

5 c,1910 Photographic Views of East _Grinstead 
Published by H,Daniels, 18 London Road 
12 photographs by Harding 	 (EGS) 

6 c.1925 Sepia Snap Shots 
Photochrom Co. Ltd, London and Tunbridge Wells 
11 small photographs loose in a paper folder 	(EGS) 

Pictures from nos 1 & 2 on this list have appeared on the 
covers of our High Street Report and Bulletins 1, 2, 3, 4 & 9. 
from no-3  in Bulletin 10 and from no.6 on the cover of this is-
sue. I have a large, framed copy of one of the pictures from 
nos. 1 & 2. 

For the photographer of no-5 see the article on pp.8f. 

The Society is grateful to Miss V.L.Dadd of Thornton Heath 
for the gift of nos 5 & 6 (as well as many other documents and 
photographs), an example of the way in which we can preserve 
important, but perhaps unconsidered, items in private hands, 
for only the one copy is known of each of nos 3, /-t, 5 & 6. 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (cont'd) 

vol.30 (1880) p.56 Robert Crayford (former Vicar of E.G.) M.I, 
Barcombe, 1683 
pp.1114 9 132 Committee of Plundered Ministers at 
Brambletye, c,1645 
facing p.137,  p.1144 Arms of Shovelstrode, C1 14/C15 
pp.163-188,193,195,M.P.s 1301-68 & C17 
pp.200,202,2014,210,222-14 Illustrations in vols 1-
30 (Index) 
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MID SUSSEX DISTRICT OFFICIAL GUIDE 

A Review by Miss R.M.Willatts 

This guide is intended for new residents and visitors. 
Unfortunately the contents fail to fulfil the expectations 
raised by the superb cover colour photograph of the Weald from 
above Clayton. 	Apart from a very brief introduction and his- 
torical note the guide consists of a gazetteer of all hamlets 
and parishes in the District, listing notable historical build- 
ings and clerks to the parish councils. 	Usefully the pronun- 
ciations of place names are given. 	The gazetteer would have 
been far more helpful had ordnance survey grid references and 
the population of the parishes been included. 	The guide fails 
to stimulate any interest in the District, which was newly 
formed in the local government re-organisation of 1974, having 
no historical entity and little geographical unity. 	The pub- 
lication of the guide has done nothing to engender a corimunity 
feeling in the new District. 

The geological basis of the region, which is crucial to 
the understanding of almost every aspect of life in the Weald, 
is omitted. 	No comment is made on any modern secular building 
although several are mentioned, as (under East Grinstead) 
'Railway station 1 973'. 	Surely there must be many fine modern 
buildings in the District? 	The entry for the magnificent, ar- 
chitecturally adventurous Worth Abbey (R.C), dedicated in July 
1975, is dismissed as 'large circular Church, 19614 1 , 	This 
would not incite anyone to visit of the most exciting modern 
buildings in the county. 	The illustrations are poor; 
they neither complement nor are integrated with the text 	The 
two maps are useless. 	The location map does not relate the 
District to the surrounding area; main roads linking the Dis-
trict's towns, the railway, hills and rivers are all missing. 
The reference map shows neither parish boundaries nor the ham- 
lets mentioned in the gazetteer. 	It names only one of the 
many rivers and gives a misleading impression of the road sys- 
tem. 	The photographs are uninteresting, failing to give a fair 
idea of the District with their captions sometimes at variance 
with the text. 	A few line drawings showing the diverse land- 
scapes of the geological regions and explanatory examples of 
the distinctive local vernacular architecture would give pur-
pose to visitors' own observation. 

It is a great pity that the potential for an enlightened 
and informative guide has not been realised 	It scarcely adds 
anything to help in the understanding of our District than may 
be obtained by reading Pevsner's guide to the buildings of Sus-
sex together with the relevant Post Office Telephone Director-
ies. 

(NOTE: We understand that the guide, for which the text was 
written by Mr M.J.Leppard, may be obtained from Mid Sussex Dis-
trict Council, Haywards Heath for 25 n.p., postage included). 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Recent accessions likely to interest members include 

P016.914225 Brent,C.E., Fletcher,AJ. & McCann,T,J, 
Sussex in the 16th & 17thCenturies: 

352.014203 Arnold-Baker Local - Council Administration 
711.114 	Lichfield,N. Economics ofPlanned Development 
711.7 	Bendixson 	Instead of Cars 
726.5 	Ison, L. 	English Church Architecture through 

the_Aaes 
 Kelly's Sussex Directory, 1938 

R.H.A 



NAMES FOR NEW ROADS 

A board at our 1975 exhibition pointed out that no names 
have yet been given to the roads on the Estcots Estate (includ-
ing the well used one alongside Sackville School). 	To avoid 
another attack of the Blytons visitors were invited to suggest 
names for them. 

Apart from a few facetious suggestions (Jefferies Walk, 
Keirs Folly) nearly all were typical municipal street names: 
Estcots Drive, Hill, Road, Way, etc., Ashplatts Road, View, 
Way, etc., Sackville Avenue, Crescent, Drive, etc. Mercifully 
there were no developers' names (Famous writers, Aircraft of 
the Second World War or other cigarette card series). 	Among 
the more imaginative suggestions were Cinder Path Road (a wel-
come reminder of the lost path, whose name will soon easily be 
forgotten too), Mason Neale Drive (one of the most notable of 
former residents, whole name has never been attached to any 
local feature), Heritage Way (a good reminder of the 1975  theme 
which one hopes posterity would appreciate), Rowses Way (pre-
serving the name of the former tiny manor) and Grasshopper 
Hill. 

It was noticeable that nearly all the suggestions came 
from children. 	Are adults too self-conscious? Remember, the 
names we give our roads, or suffer them to be given, are a sign 
of how we see our town and what we value in it. 	Developers 
and the U.D.C. have not served us well in this respect in the 
recent past. 	Perhaps our Society should show an initiative in 
proposing new names, maybe building up a 'name bank' for the 
purpose. 	What do members think? 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

THE_PLAYFIELD (Bulletin 9, p.6): our cover picture, a slightly 
enlarged copy of one of the 'Sepia Snap Shots' of c , 192 5 (no.6 
on the list on p.12), shows the N.E. corner of the Playfield 
before it lost its tree, before the adjacent cottages were de-
molished, before the war-time huts on the east slope (subse-
quently the scene of our abortive attempt to do something for 
'Britain in Bloom' in 1971)  and before the 'temporary class-
rooms' (1948) and fence and steps (1971). 	Now the small area 
of grass remaining is being encroached upon by unauthorised car 
parking and the field's name (which can be traced back as far 
as 1811) is largely disused in favour of periphrastic substit- 
utes. 	The ultimate indignity, seen recently in the local 
press, is 'The Mid Sussex Council site in De La Warr Road'. 
May we suggest the provision of a pair of nameplates to remind 
us, not only of an old name, but also of our right to use this 
public open space for recreation? 	 M.J.L. 

A NOTABLE COLLECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS: In 1962 Mr Chris Cros-
thwaite took some magnificent photographs from the tower of the 
Parish Church. 	He presented a complimentary portfolio to the 
Vicar, and this has recently been given to the Society by Mrs 
Copsey. 	The topographical interest of the photographs is only 
exceeded by their artistic merit and we must be grateful to 
Prebendary and Mrs Copsey for ensuring that they remain in the 
town. 	We offer them our sincere thanks. 	It is hoped to ar- 
range for the public display of the photographs in the near 
future. 	 P.D.W. 

BOUQUET to the unknown genius who put lights of different col-
ours on the lamp standard in the Vicarage car park. 	Seen at 
lighting up time beside the big black fir tree against a winter 
sunset sky this light is one of the sights of the town. P.D.W. 

lL 



EXHIBITION REPORT 

Our last Bulletin appeared too soon to contain a report of 
our exhibition 'A Look at East Grinstead'. 	Now six months 
have passed but it is far from forgotten. 	Particular mention 
must be made of the way in which Mrs Jefferies and the children 
helped Dennis to make it a real family affair, both in the work 
of its production and in its appeal to all ages. 	There was a 
similar breadth in the contents, both ancient and modern, both 
town and country, linked by the exercise of following the route 
which held it together. 	Several people expressed their appre- 
ciation of this practical introduction to aspects of East Grin-
stead of which they had been unaware, and the natural history 
specimens made a welcome contrast to the customary pictures, 
documents and objects. 	Financially the provisional accounts 
(below) reveal a profit, but it must be borne in mind that not 
all bills have yet been presented. 	About 1200 visitors repaid 
our efforts. 

Sincere thanks, then, on behalf of all our members and 
visitors to Dennis Jefferies for the conception and organisat-
ion of the whole thing, to his team of helpers (acknowledged 
overleaf), to all who supported us financially and by their 
presence, and to our President for finding time not only to 
perform the opening ceremony but also to take a detailed inter-
est in all that was on view and the Society's concerns which it 
expressed. 

PROVISIONAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS 

Income 	 Expenditure 

Sale of publications 	£76.00 	Printing & stationery 	£43.35 

Subscriptions 	 9.75 	Advertisements 	 5,60 

Donations 	 7,00 	Sundries 	 .66 

Sundries 	 .82 	Provisional profit 	43 , 96 

	

£93.57 	 £93.57 

NEW AIDS FOR SUSSEX HISTORY 

The Sussex Family History Group has published a revised 
version of J.H.Farrant's Sussex Directories 178419140,  a com-
prehensive, annotated list of over 850 directories so far 
traced, 	It is good to know that our list of local directories 
in Bulletin 11 enabled him to multiply his original East Grin-
stead entries by ten, for one of our aims is to assist serious 
study of local history, whether in this town or beyond it. 
(20 np. -i- postage from the author, 12 Dudwell Road, Brighton.) 

As a sequel to the same author's bibliography of Sussex in 
the 18th and 19th centuries the University of Sussex Centre for 
Continuing Education has published Sussex in the _i6_1Z 
Centuries: A Bibliography by C.E.Brent, A.J.Fletcher and T.J. 
McCann. 	T40 n.p. + postage from the Education Development 
Building, University of Sussex, Brighton.) 

The annual Sussex Bibliography, formerly published in the 
Sussex Archaeological Society's Newsletter, has been taken over 
by the two County Library authorities. 	Unfortunately the is- 
sue for 1974 ignores all the county periodicals as well as 
those of local societies such as ours 	(For availability en- 
quire at public library.) 

M.JL, 
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EXHIBITION ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

FINANCIAL DONATIONS 

Eastbourne Mutual Building Society; Hellermann Deutsch Ltd., 
Lloyds Bank Ltd; Turner, Rudge & Turner. 	Rather than simple 
donations the following businesses took out subscriptions: 
Alan Mason (Architect); EMI-MEC Ltd; National Westminster 
Bank Ltd; Rusden Brothers Ltd; Sackville Gallery. 

LOAN OF EXHIBITS 

Chequer Mead School, Mrs H.M.Duke, East Grinstead Ambulance 
Station, East Grinstead County Branch Library, East Grinstead 
Town Council, Mr M.Golding, Mr C.W.Goolden, Mr J.S.Grove and 
Sackville School, Mr D.A.S.Jefferies, Mr & Mrs D.G.Jefferies, 
Mr M.J.Leppard, Mr R.E.S.Miller, Messrs Turner, Rudge & Turner 
with Messrs Thames Keir, Mr P.D.Wood. 

LOAN OF EXHIBITION MATERIALS 

Chequer Mead School, St. Swithun's Parochial Church Council, 

BOOK DISPLAY: West Sussex County Library 

USEOF HALL: Miss E.F.Feltwell and West Sussex County Council. 

PHOTOGRAPHY: 	Mrs K.Jefferies. 

DESIGN OF HANDBILL: Miss A.Morris and C.W.Goolden 

PROGRAMME TEXT AND DESIGN: D.G.Jefferies and M.J.Leppard 

REPRODUCTIONOF HANDBILLS AND PROGRAMMES: 

Speedi-Copy Instant Print. 

STEWARDS: 

Lady Stamp; Mesdames Beckett, Carnell, Creightmore, Edye, 
Francis, Hall, Ingwersen, Jefferies, Lawrance, Potts, Reed, 
Thair, Tidswell, Vallance; The Misses Astbury, Ellis, Shep-
hard, Vallance; Messrs Adderley, Alexander, Berry, Divall, 
Goolden, Grove, Hake, Hunt, D.A.S.Jefferies, D.G.Jefferies, 
King, Knowles, Leppard, Lewis, Miller, Owen, Peters, Prentice, 
Shorney, B.T.Stawt, G.Stawt, P,D.Wood, R.H.Wood. 

ORGANISER: D.G.Jefferies. 

EXHIBITION PROGRAMMES 

As in previous years some of the unsold programmes will be dis-
tributed to local schools for use in connection with their lc-
al studies. 	Others will be available at the reduced price of 
5 n.p. (Postage extra) fr om Mr M.J.Leppard, Sackville School. 
They contain a map of the route, notes on all the features on 
it and a bibliography. 

FROM THE VISITORS' BOOK 

Very interesting to the truculent ... Hope to see another ex-
hibition next year ... Nostalgic ... Amazing how the town 
changes in such a short time ... Very good idea to link to walk 

Very good pas (sic) excellence ... Absorbing •,. Looking 
forward to following the route mapped out . . . No mention of 
Garden Wood area . . . Not enough . . . Thanks for the hard work . 
Most enlightening ... Helping people to take an interest in the 
town . , . Work amply repaid . . . Discovered several places I 
didn't know existed ... A pity it isn't permanent ... Please 
keep town as it is. 
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